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9 November 1954

MEMORANDUM FOR: Office of General Counsel

ATTENTION:

SUBJEGT: Publication of the Opinions of the Cffice of
General Counsel

1. Your memorandum on the above subject has been read with
great interest. The Clandestine Services elements are greatly
interested in receiving a periodic statement of the opinions
promulgated by your office. You may already have been advised
of this fact since Mr. John Warner of your office, during a
recent meeting of the Chiefs of Administrative Staffs, DD/P,
was advised that such an issuance would, without question, be
of notable assistance to them.

2. T have noted with interest your suggestion that
discussions might be held concerning the nature of these
issuances. I will be happy to have a member of my staff
participate with you in this regard. Please advise me as to
the appropriate time and place.

Ghlef of Administrstion, LD/F

SEGRET
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20 October 1954

TUYR =

MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistant Director for Personnel v~" “
Comptroller
Director of Security e=——"
Chief of Administration, DD/P =
Chief, Regulations Control Staff*

SUBJECT + Publication of the Opinions of the Office of General Counsel

1. FEnclosed are the recommendations of this office with regard to
the publication of its opinions. Your concurrence is requested. Should
you wish to comment on the recommendations, it is suggested that you
attach & separate sheet containing such commentary and refer to that sheet
beside your signature on the concurrence sheet.

2, It is anticipated that discussions between interested parties will
be held prior to any actual publication. Such comments as you submit will
form the agenda for these discussions.

3. You are requested to return your comment or concurrence to this
office by Friday, November 5, 195k.

25X1

Office oﬂepéral Counsel

Enclosure
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20 October 194k

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Administration) ™

SUBJECT ¢ Publication of Opinions of the Office of Genersl Counsel

1. For some time, this office has had under consideration the general met~
ter of the publication of its opinions. This consideration has been ccecasicned
by reference to the fact that most government departments publish the ovinions
of their general counsels, at least for internal consumption, and to the fact
of there having been frequent requests for such publication by various cormonents

of the Agency.

2. Our general thoughts in the matter are set out below. Vhile these re-
flect our research, we do not contend for them that eilther they are definitive
or all-inclusive. It is impossible to anticipate every contingency which wiil
arise once a system of opinion publication is gotten underway. Likewise, there
nay be conslderations we have not teken into account. However, we believe that
they constitute an adequate frame-work within which to make a beginning, and sib-
Jject to alteration as time, experience and the opinion of the Agency componente
mey 1ndicate this or that nrovosed method to he unsatisfactory.

2. OGC Opinions Fditor: One of the attorneys within the Office
of General Counsel will be designated the Opinions Editor. Fe
will be responsible for all matters generally pertaining to the
publication of office oninions and will discharge this responsi-
bility under the eeneral supervision of the General Counsel and
the Deputy General Counsel. Initially, the attorney so designated

25X1 is| |

Y. Pre-Publication Processing: Immediately upon the completion of
the opinion by the attorney concerned the signed original will be
sent to the requesting office and the green chrono copy will be sent
to the Opinions Editor. He will accomplish the following:

(1) Decide whether the opinion is suitable for publication,
i.e., is of a sufficiently general nature as to be of interest
to offices other than the requesting office. If he decides
that it is suitable for publication, further he will:

(2) "“sterilize" it by the deletion of place and personality
names and the substitution therefor of "Country A", or same~-
hing of this nature, and initials;

(3) Put the oninion in proper format for publication, i.e.,
delete the To, From and Subject lines, add & headnote, etc.:

(&) Clear the oninion in this form, with the regpesgting

office and meke any additional changgg -xequgsted: by that orfice
and agreed to by him; B

o .
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{(5) On the second Friday of each month, collect all opinions
which are thought to warrant publication and have been pro=-
cessed a8 above and forward these to the Chief, Reguletions
Control Staff, for printing and distribution.

c. Fublication: The reproduction and dissemlnation of the opiniors
will be the responsibility of the Regulations Control Staff. It is
felt that the opinions adequately m&y be reproduced on & “"Duplimat”
machine and thet the sheets should be punched for loose=-leaf filing.
However, particulars of this nature can be worked out between the
Opinions Editor and the Chief, RCS. The matter of dlssemination
raises s problem which will have to be dealt with on at leest partially
the bagis of a memorandum originating with the RCS which will solieit
expressions of opinion from about 30 camponents within the Agenev as
+0 whether coples of the published opninions are desired and, 1f so,
how many. Additionally, the matter will be coordinated with security.

d. Filing: Any suggestion with regard to a filing system to be adooted
by all receiving offices purposely has been withheld. It is felt taat
each individual office is the best Jjudge of the type of filing systam
for the opinions which it ecares to adopt.

« It is the opinion of this office that publication of its opinions should

e undertsken within the framework described above. It is intended that, orior

to any

actual publication, problems of final format and distribution will be

resolved in coordination with appropriate components.

OWW

CONCURRENCES

Deputy

Director (Administration) 19 Nov Sh
19 Nov 5

(DD/A recommended that pub-

ier o on, lished oninicong he mede for
signature of Actinz General
Counsal)

1Lrector 1o erson

Director of Security
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20 October 1054

s Pudblication of the Opinions of the Office of General Counsel

iy Eunsizeed are the recamendations of this office with regard to
the pblicetion of ite opinions, Yewr concurrence is regnasted. Should
you vimh to comment on the recommendations, it is suggested thet you
sttach & separste shest gontaining such commentary and refar to that shoet
beaside your signature on the eoncurrence sheet,

£+ IU 1» entietpated that diacussions betwesn intevested perties wil.
be held prior to any actual publication., Such comsants &8 you submit will
foxss the sgends for these discussions.

3. You are requested to retwm your comment or concurrence o this
office by Friday, November 5, 195%.
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